COMMUNITY

Giving PEA

Local students have joined together with the City of Winter Park and the Olve Trees Foundation for Peace
fara planting project that celebrates peace and diversity.

E. a Chance

By Karen . Contino

o an effort to encourage local studenes 1o
appreciate diversity while buoilding posicive
relatisnships with peopls of ather faiths, &

unique cree-planting project was recently co-

hosted by the Cly of Winber Park and the Olive

Tiees Foundation For Peace. Mow in its foarh

yesit the project was kicked off with 2 ceremany

at Lake Knowlss in Winter Pads.

Flanting for Peacs
Cver 70 middle school mudents attandad
the ceremony fram the Hebew Day Schesl,
d Chdstian School and the Mudim
Acaderny of Central Florida. Students planted
20 wess, among them incloding magnolia, live
ok, laurel cak, bald cypres, symamore snd
rad cedar
“Alchough we am= people from many faiths
and many walks of life, we can be prond thar we
are striving towaed o common goal—peace and
urity” sys Cloy of Winter Pack Magor David

Strong, who opened the ceremony. “These brautiful crees will sene 2z
a constant reminder of our commitment to that goel and will be here

for futnse generations o enjor”

August 07

{laft 3 risht) Tim ‘W lliame, Winkar Park City Manaoar
lahn Halland, Director of Farks & Ragesticn; Crew
Zatben, Habrow Dy Schook Rayor David €. Sirorg;
Airihalar, Habrew Day Schoat Bedhany Giporas and
Lagan Lu, Sranaawrced Chretian Schoal :f).

Swer T ocd middle scheal studerts donated thair
tims 2rd alfors 1o plant traes for pacs theouch tha
Diwe Trass Foundstion doskes].

The army of F0-gallon shade eree
was generowsly donated by the Ty of
Winter Park’s Paresry Division and was
strategically planted on the banks of Lake
Kncodes and Lake Wilkar, Keep Wineer
Park Beawtiful also donarad gloves and T-
‘h&lﬂ

o City ol Winler I’h.ll..

Keeping Hope Alive

In addiion to the wee-planting,
the lecal project include an of
studanrs, in which 125 to 150 children
take turns visitng each other’s schoals
and shardng their religions and cultures.
Soadens aleo ke part in an snnual ey
congest; whose winnets ger a visita mulei-
Bith camp in upstate Mew Yock,

With the help of Locy Roberes
of Winter Pads the childeen ar also
publishing Brealing Sradd this Gl a
boak that will include their family recipes
and stories. “Thiz project is a great way b keep
hope alive,” s the coganization’s Education
Direcror Louise Franldit Sheshy, wha leadsthe
program. “Today, It is easy to become jaded. This
project affers new hope for our furore"

Clive Trees Foundatien for Pa.we; Im; WS
founded [n July 2003 by D Khaled ENab of
Odande and 2 group of Palestinian-Americans,
Jewish-Amadcans and other supporrers, The
greap is a non-palitical, non-profit, muki-Gith

nization dedicated to the peace process and
the well-being af all the people of Palestins, lzrael
and Central Florda.

Their original mission was to use donations
o purchase local saplings in Jsmel and Palestine
and then digribate and plani the trees at vadous
approved locations. The Foundation hoped o
plant ons milllen trees, and to this date ;Em}
trees have been planted throughour Tsrael and
the Palestinian tardtacles

Far more information on the Foundation, emall Lovize Sheehy at
Ifhechyi@acl.com.



